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10.11.08





Dear Parents,





Pat Hardy


It is with great sadness that I write to inform you of the passing away of Pat Hardy, who was Deputy Head at our school nine years ago.  Pat was a wonderful person who made a lasting impression on everyone who came in contact with her.  The children of this school who were lucky enough to have had her as a teacher will now be in secondary school or have even left school, but will all, I am sure, remember her with great affection.  On a personal note I have lost an inspirational colleague and a close friend.  Our thoughts and prayers go to her daughters Katie and Emma and her husband Ian.  Pat’s funeral takes place at Lobley Hill Church at 1.30 pm on Wednesday 12 November.


Anti Bullying Week


There will be a number of events taking place in school next week to celebrate Anti Bullying Week.  We are currently in the process of gaining the Anti Bullying Kite Mark and are keen to raise awareness of the issues around bullying.  Activities will include; looking at the different forms of bullying, knowing what to do if you think you are being bullied and developing support networks.  The week will culminate with a non-uniform day, where children wear blue to show their support.  We ask every child to bring with them £1 which will go towards the costs of helium balloons, with an anti bullying message, which will be released at the end of the school day. 


Diary Dates


Dare I mention it, but Christmas is rapidly approaching!  There are a number of dates below which will be useful for your diaries.  Please note the KS2 Christmas production (this involves the whole school) takes place in St Mary’s Church, at 2.00 pm, on Thursday 18 December, we would be grateful if parents could make arrangements for their children to be collected at the end of the performance, which will be at approximately 2.45 pm.  Parents of all children are invited to join us.





03.12.08		Infant Pantomime visit (Payment deadline 24.11.08)


06.12.08		Christmas Fair


11.12.08		Infant Christmas Play – 2.00 pm


12.12.08		Infant Christmas Play – 9.30 pm


Letters will be sent out nearer the time asking you for an indication of which performance you will be able to attend.


15.12.08		Infant Party


16.12.08		Y5/Y6 Party at Krazy Kingdom (more details to follow)


17.12.08		Y3/Y4 Party





Chinese Visit


Later in the month I will be visiting China for eight days on a trip designed to create links between British and Chinese schools.  As one of the fastest developing nations in the world China are keen to develop their education system and learn from other countries. I will be one of one hundred and ten headteachers from across Britain taking part in this visit.  It will be an exciting opportunity for our school to develop a link with a school in China, with the help of the British Council.  During the visit I will be staying in Shanghai with the school we have been linked to, developing a project which will continue when I return to Whickham.  A web blog will be set up for anyone interested to follow the progress of the trip.  This trip is funded by The Chinese Government and the British Council.





Recycling


Later this week we will be taking delivery of recycling boxes for ink cartridges and old mobile phones, please feel free to send in any of these items, which will help raise funds for school.  


                                              


Operation Christmas Child


A huge thank you for your very kind donations of boxes this year.  We collected 185, which will give 185 children a far better Christmas than they were expecting.


P Armstrong
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