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Dear All,


A rather belated Happy New Year to everyone involved with Whickham Parochial, I hope you all had a healthy and happy Christmas.  As usual there is a lot going during this term, details of your child’s topic work are printed on the reverse of this newsletter.


Play Equipment


As I write this newsletter the play equipment, seating and shelter are being unloaded from the lorry and stored on the field next to the infant playground.  I have spoken to all the children about the need for them to stay well away from the equipment during playtimes and at the end of the day.  The equipment will be fitted next week on the field and around the yards, however it is important that it is not played on until cement has completely set, which will not be until the following week. Therefore I would appreciate your cooperation in keeping children off the equipment.  Thank you.  We are excited about this new development and hope the children will have many happy years using it.


Newcastle Eagles


If you haven’t already got your tickets for the Newcastle Eagles match on the 8th February then hurry up because they are selling fast.  Although I haven’t personally been, I am told it’s a great night out and it helps raise funds for school!  Tickets are £6 per head, if you no longer have your order slip just enclose a note of how many tickets you require in a sealed envelope together with a cheque made payable to ‘Friends of Whickham Parochial’.  Look forward to seeing you there.


Sickness Bug


You will be aware, through national media coverage, that a winter vomiting virus is sweeping the country.  I know that a number of children in the past few days have experienced symptoms that would indicate they have this illness.  We have been advised that children should not return to school until 48 hours after they were last sick.  I know this is sometimes difficult especially with working parents, but it is the only way to avoid a potential epidemic in school.


Basketball


Children from Year 5 represented Parochial with distinction in an inter-school basketball tournament at Whickham Sports College last night.  Fourteen teams were involved, our team battled through to the final only to be defeated in extra time.  We are very proud of all those who took part, their excellent behaviour was also very much appreciated.  The team members were; Mollie Tose, Alice Saint, Matthew Foster, Matthew Cornish, Daniel Smith, Olivia McGregor and Ben Robison.


Football


Our football team was in action on Monday night at Gateshead Leisure Centre, in the Blaydon and District 5-a-side competition.  The team played three games, drawing two and winning the other 2 – 0. Sadly this was not enough to progress to the next stage. Well done to every member of the team. Kevin Keegan has not yet approached me to discuss Mr Belton’s availability as coach!  The team members were; Sam Crossley, Matthew Williamson, Harriet Miller, Joe Parkin, Jack Murphy, Matthew Craig and Jack Patterson.
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