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Dear All,


You will be aware that Gateshead are currently reviewing primary school provision in Whickham, the council have asked all Headteachers in Whickham to share the following statement on behalf of the review team.





Primary Review – Whickham Area and RC Schools


Gateshead Council is to carry out a further review of primary schools in the Borough and will be consulting on options for change during this term. The review will cover the Whickham area and Roman Catholic (RC) primary schools. Neither of these were covered in previous primary reviews.





The Council has been successful in securing money from the government to invest in primary schools, and the first wave of building work has already begun in other parts of the borough. This latest review will help to ensure that future spending on new or improved primary school buildings is targeted on schools which have significant needs and have a secure long term future.





The review is also necessary to ensure that we get best value for money from our primary school system. Many schools are finding that their share of the annual schools budget does not meet all their costs, and teachers’ jobs are at risk. To address this, the Council has to ensure that it is not funding more schools than are needed for the number of children in an area. Many of the smallest schools are very expensive to run. By reducing the number of small schools, money can be released to benefit those that remain.





The Council is therefore going to consult on options to close up to three small primary schools in the Whickham area - Marley Hill, Washingwell and Sacred Heart RC. There is also an option to rebuild Front Street School, but to reduce its total capacity.





For the wider RC sector, there will be consultation on an option to close either St John’s or St Wilfrid’s in the East Area, and to amalgamate St Joseph’s Infant and Junior Schools in the Birtley area.





No final decisions have been made at this stage, and the Council will consult parents, children, staff and governors before reaching any conclusions. Consultation will take place later this term and a final report to the Council’s Cabinet will be presented in January 2010.





Parents and staff will naturally be anxious about the future, but there is no need for anyone to take actions at this time. Parents are advised not to consider moving their children to new schools. There will be many questions that people will have, and these will be addressed during the consultation.





A Cabinet report containing more details will be found on the Council’s website from the beginning of next week. 





From our perspective it would appear that if these proposals are carried forward then we will be largely unaffected and we will continue to function in our current form.  While in many ways this is reassuring, our thoughts go out to those who may be affected by these closures.  This process will inevitably cause upheaval to children and their families as well as uncertainty for school staff.





Reading Night,


As part of National Book week we will be having an evening event for both parents and children.  This will be a chance to find out more about an exciting range of books for your children and give you some ideas about supporting your child’s reading development all the way up to Year.  The event will take place in the school hall at 6.30 pm.  A reminder and further information will be sent out nearer the time.


Great North Run Sponsorship


Thanks for the very kind donations that have already come in and also for the words of encouragement.  The deadline for sponsorship is Friday 25th September, any amount big or small will be gratefully accepted.  Good luck to those parents who are taking part on Sunday. 


Contact Details


We would be grateful if any remaining contact detail forms are updated and returned by Monday.  Up to date contact information is vital in allowing us to contact you quickly.
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